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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Publishers beg to return their grateful thanks to the Trustees of the British 
Museum, for their permission to copy so many of the valuable public Manuscripts 
consigned to their care ; — to Sir Frederick Madden, K.H., for his kind assistance in 
decyphering some of the most difficult documents; — and to A. Donnadieu, Esq.^ 
Josiah French, Esq., and T. Crofton Croker, Esq., for access to their interesting 
collections. — From the latter gentleman they have received the following letter, the 
value of which to them is enhanced by being allowed to make what use they please of 
this communication : 

" Dear Me. Netherclipt, 

" I am much pleased with the collection of Fac-simile Autograph Letters which you have had the 
goodnese to submit for my impectioo, and I can have no hesitation in complying with your request to select 
&om my Portfolio any Manuscripts you may desire to copy. 

" ' This favor,' if it should be so esteemed by you, ought rather to be considered as the payment of a * 
debt of gratitvide on my part for your exertions in the advancement of Foly-autogr^hy, the name under 
which Lithography was first known in England. With the origin and progress of the art, I am not, as you 
must be aware, unacquainted. Indeed, it has been part of my public duty for nearly thirty years to make 
reports upon various modes of printing ; and I have always advocated the publication of valuable historical 
documents in fac-umile by means of your art — the transfer process. Nothing can be so well adapted for the 
preservation of such records, and no mode of publication can be so unquestionable as to accuracy. Blunders 
and misreadings frequently creep into important papers, through want of care or knowledge on the part of the 
transcriber, or an error on the part of the letter-press printer. Z may instance a pass^e in the Cottonian 
MS. Titus B. z. f. 23, which has been more than once printed and quoted from to show that the cultivation of 
roses was an object of attention in Ireland during the reign of Elizabeth, and whereon ai^uments respecting 
the state of civilization and taste of that period, to the no small dispar^ement of the present, have been 
raised. The circumstances are these: Sir Henry Sidney, when he visited the town of Kilmallock, a year or 
two after it had been spoiled and burned by the Irish rebel James Fitzmaurice, in 1573, is made thus to 
express his astonishment at its speedy re-edification — * for where there was not one Kose nor Flower left 
unboumed, fewe or no howsies are nowe within the wall uncovered.' A reference to the origin^ MS., or a 
fac-aimile of it, would show at once to any competent person that this has nothing whatever to do with roses 
nor fiowers ; but that simply the misreading of an s (or an /, on the part of a transcriber, has caused an 
important contusion of ideas. The fact is, the passage in the MS. should have been read, 'not one fiofa nor 
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ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

Flower left unboumed,' the quotation being, io modem spelling, * tur where there was not one roof nor floor 
left unbumed, few or no houses are now within the wall uncovered.'" 

"For economy and truthiulneas I know of no other art that is at all likely to eqoal that which you 
practise. What Addison says in one of the numbers of the Spectator with reference to typc^praphy, is much 
more applicable to Poly-autography, for by its means ori^nals can be multiplied, or rather copies made, to 
what numbers we please, 'which shall be as valttable as the originals themselves' 

" I almost venture to assert that if, by your process, the money spent upon the State Paper Office, 
had been employed during the same apace of time in printing a selection of five hundred &c-siinile copies of 
each of the most important State Papers, for distribution to our Literary Institutions and Public Libraries, 
instead of transcribing, collating, examining, and printing them in the ordinary manner, with the chance of 
printers' errors, nearly all the important documents that the State Paper Office contains would have been 
placed beyond the risk of destruction by fire or other casualty, within the same period that so little has been 
done for the public benefit. 

I lun. 

Very truly yours, 






/Uf. 



* Ceit MS: TautS.Tf.23i. - litial. 2.3. 
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KOYAL LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

KING BIOHABD III. to the Ghancbllob of ENOLAim — (John Roasel, Bishop of LincolQ.) 

Copied from the Original in the Reoord Office, Tower of London. 

Note. — The flret put of this Letter, ending at the date " Lincoln, the 12th day of Octohre (1488)," ie written by an 
AmannensiB. The remuoder is in the hand-writing of E. Rich. III. 

BY THE KING. 
Right reTerend fadre in god right trusty and welbelored We grete joa wele. And in oore 
hertiest vyse thanke jou for the manifolde presents that jonr Berrants on jo' behalve have 
pr^iented unto us at this oore being here. Whiche we assure jou we tohe and accepted w' good 
hert. And soo we have cause. And whereas we^ bj godds grace entend briefly to avauBce us 
towards our Rebelle and trajtouf the Due of Buji^gham to resiste and w'stande his maliciouse 
purpose, as lately brother bes (letters) we certifyed yon o' mynde more at large — For whiche 
cause it behoveth us to have our grete sele here — We being eufonned that for suche infinDities 
and diseases as ye sosteyne ye may (fnot) in your persone to your ease coDTeniently come unto 
us w' the same. Wherfore we desire and nathelesse charge you that forthw' upon the sight of thies 
ye sanfly doo {f cause) the same our grete sele bo be sent unto us . and suciie of thof&ce of o' 
Channcery as by your wysedom ahalbe thought necessary, Receyryng these oure Ires for your 
sufficient discharge in that hehalfe. C^en undre oure signet at our Cite of Lincoln the 12^^ day 
of Octobre (1483) 

We wolde most gladly ye came yo'selff yf thatt ye may and yf ye may not we pray you 
not to fayle but to acomphyshe in tdl dyllygence our sayde comawndement to send oure scale 
incontenent apon the syght heroff — As we trust you w' suche as ye trust and the oflFycers pertenyng 
to attend w"" hyt . prayng you to assertayne us of yo' newes there — here loTed be god ys all 
well and trewly determyned and to resyste the malysse of hym that hadde best cawse to be trewe 
the Due of Bokyugame the most untrewe creature lyryng whom w' gods grece we shall not be 
long tyll that we wyll be in that partyes and snbdewe hys malys — ^we assure you there was never 
falsse traytor better purrayde for as this berrer of Gloucestre shall shewe you. — 

To the Right reverend fadre in god o' right 

trusty and welbeloved the Bishop of Lincoln 
our C%anncelIor of En^and. 

Ring Riohard III, proo. 1483. Slain at Bosworth 1485. 

* Henry Stafford Dnke of Bnckingham waa beheaded at Shrewsbury without legal prooeas, by the bare 

order of K. Rich. III. Nott. 3, 1483. 

B 
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LETTER II. 
MARGARET OP LANCASTER to her Son Kino Hbnht VII. 

Orig. Brit. MnB. 

Mj OQne snet and most dare Kynge and all my worldly joy, *yn as hamble msner as y 
can thynke y recomand me to yonr grace, and moste hertely beseche oor lord to blesse yon, and 
my good herte when yt ys so that the frenshe Kyng hathe at thys tyme gereyn me coorteyse 
aoBwer and Tretyn hys lettyrs of fayonr to hys corte of parlyment for the breve eipedicyon of 
my mater whyche too long hathe hangyd the whyche y Tell know y do the especyally for yonr 
Bake, for the whyche my dere berte y lowly beseche your grace yt may plesse yon to gyre hym 
yonr feTOurabyll lettyrs of thanks and to desyr hym to contenew hys vaTOors yn the same, and 
yeve yt soo mygbt leke your grace to do the same to the Gardynall whyche as y nndyrstond ya 
your feytbfull trew and lovyng servant, y ■wyse my very joy as y ofte have shewed, and y fortune 
to gete thys or eny parte therof ther shall nedyr be that or eoy good y have but yt shalbe 
yours, and at your comandement as seurly and w' as good a wyll as eny ye bare yn your co^rs, 
as wuld god ye cowd know yt as veryly as y thynke yt but my der herte y wull no more encombyr 
your grace w' ferder wrytyng yn thys mater for y ame senre yonr Ohapeleyn and servante doctoar 
Whytetone hath shewed yonr hyghnes the cyrcomstance of the same, and yeve yt boo may plesse 
your grace y humbly beseche the same to yeve ferder credense also to thys berer, and our lord ' 
gyre you as longe good lyfe hdtbe and joy as yonr moate nobyll herte can desyre, w' as herty 
blessynga as our lord hathe gevyn me power to gyve yow. At Colyweston the xiiii day of 
January, by your feythfoll trew bedwoman and humble modyr 

MARGARET R. 

* Tha letter j is coDstantly written for i or I (capital) in tluB letter. 

Margaret of Lancaster ; bom 1441, mar. Edmond Tudor Gaxl of Richmond ; died 1509. 

Note. — As a perfect letter written by King Heuty VII. conld not be obtained, Plate 2 ia added, with the view 
of preserving the snoceesion of Antographs of the SoTereigne of England. It is copied from an illuminated " Hour 
Book" in the British MaBeom, containing, amongst others, maiginal notes in the hands-writing of King Henry VII., 
Elizabeth of York, his Qneen ; and Katherine of Arra^n, first Qneen to King Hen. VIII. 



LETTER III. 
KING HENRY VIII. to Caedikal Wolsbt. 

Orig. Brit. Mus. 
Myne awne good cardinaU I recomande me unto you w' all my hart and thanke you for 
the grette payne and labour that you do dayly take in my bysynes and maters desyryng yon 
(that wen you have well establyshyd them) to take sume paatyme and comfort (to the intente 
yon may the longer endure to serve us) for allways payne cannott be induryd — surly you have 
so substancyally orderyd oure maters bothe off thys syde the see and byonde that in mye 
oppynion lityll or no thyng can be addyd — ^nevotheles accordyng to your deeyre I do send 
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you myne oppynyon by thys berare the refformacion wberoff I do remyte to you and the remnaate 
off our trusty counsellere whyche I am sure wyll substantially loke on hyt — as tochying the 
mater that Syr Wyllyam Says broght answar off I am well contentyd w' what order so eTe' 
you do take in itt — the quene my wyff hathe desyryd me to make har most harty recomendations 
to you as to hym that she lovethe very well and hothe she and I wolde knowe fayne when you 
wyll repayre to us — ^no more to you att thys tyme but that w' gods helpe 1 trust we shall 
dysapoynte our enymys off theyre intendyd purposes— vrjttyn w'the hand off your lovjng 
master 

HENRY H T 



King Heniy VIII. ; born 1491, crowned 1509 ; died 1548. 



(Heniy TndoT.) 



LETTER IV. 
KING JAMES V. OF SCOTLAND to Kino HamiY VIII. 

Orig. Brit. Mna. 
Derrest uucle We recomend ns to *zow in o' mayst hartly maner and hair rasarit zot 
wrytyngs be zo' trust cosello' maist' (fMq^) and by the swnyn wrytyngs and also hys credens 
we understand the perfyt loyf ze beyr on to us quhayrfor we sal stand to zow as ane trojst and 
guid newo (f nephew) suld do. Derrest onde we pray zow hartly ze be not be zo' wrytyngs to 
the paypis holynes aganys the arcbebyschop of gjasgw the quhylk was o' preceptor and serritor 
and also ramanis daly on o' parson bot o'rar support and help hym anent the prerelege of h3rB 
kyrk of glasgw for my sayk howbeyt the archebyahop of Sanct Androa wyl wryt ane haya wrytyn, 
to zor grace aganys his exemption for I loyf ^aagw quhylk is my servant bettyr as wyl stdiaw 
Hf (fmoffieus) and god have zo^ grace in hys kypyng. At Edynbni^ the xzviii day of may w' my 
awyn hand 

Zo' nepho JAMES R. 
* Z in old Sootoh is used for j. 
James v., father of Mary Q. of Scots ; died 1542, aged 33. 



LETTER V. 
MARY TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, to CABDmAL Woubt. 

Orig. Brit. Idns. 

Myn anne good lord. I recomend me to yow and thankyng yow for yo' kynde and 
lovyng letters dyssyryng yow of yof good contenerance and good lessons that yow hathe gyffen 
to me my lord I pray yow as my trust ys in yow for to remembre me to the kyng my broths for 
BOwche Gausses and bessynes as I have for to do, for as now I have no nother to put my trust in 
but the kyng my brother and yow, and as yt shall pies the kyng my brother and hys counssell 
I wolbe horderd and ao I pray yow my lord to show hys grace aeyng that the king my 
iKFWsbande js departed to god of whos sole god pardon and wher as yow ayryse me that I ahulde 

B 2 
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macke no promas my lord I trost the kj'iig my brother and jov vole Dot reken in me soncbe 
chyldhode. I trast I have so horderd my sellfe so aena that I came hether, that I trost yt 
hathe been to the honor of the kyng my brother and me sens I come hetber and so I trust to 
contenew. yff ther be any thynge that I may do for yow I wold be glade for to do yt in tbys 
partes I shalbe glade to do yt for yow. no more to yow at tbya tyme but J.H.S. preserre 
yow. Wretton at pares the i day of January, (1515) by yowr lowyng frend 

MARY QUENE OP FRAKCB. 

Af&ry Tador, yoauger eisterof King Hen. VIIL; born 1498, married let, K. Lewis XIII. of France, 1514; 
married 2d. Charles Brandon, Doke of Suffolk, 1516 ; died 1533. 



MARGARET TUDOR, QUEEN OF SCOTIjAND, to Wouey. 

Orig. Brit. Udb. 

My lorde cardnal yn my most hartly *Tyse I recommand me to you and Toulde be glade 
to here from you plesyth you to vyt that I am com to edynbroth and hath bene very veil 
ressayred safeng the syght of my soo the kyng wysche I thynk ryght strange as thys yyl schov 
you my mynde at more length to yhom I pray yon to gyf kredens . my good lorde next the 
kyng my brother my moste specyal truste is in you and ye may doo me moste good and gyf 
soo be that thys rawme kype not to the kyng my brother and yow thair promes I moate nodes call for 
helpe to hys grace and yow for I truste to reull me soo that the kyng and yow schal be content for I 
yyl do no thyng but I yyl aie consell at my lorde dakers and I pray yow my lorde comand hyme that 
be sende ofton to see how I doo and am intretyd but and ever the dwke com in Scotland & gane here 
is no bydyng to me and thatt thys berar can schu yow no more but god hare yow in hys kypeng 
wryten the u day of June wyth my hand. (1517.) 

yours MAR{JARET R. 
* In tluB letter the letter v m generally written for w. 

Mai^aret, elder lOBter of King Henry VIII.; bom 1489; married 1st, King James IV. of Scotland; and 3nd, Archibald 
Douglas, Earl of Angoe ; died 1541. 



LETTER VII. 
Q. ANNE BOLEYN to (Obankke ?) 

Orig. Brit. MnB. 

My lord in my most humble wise I thanke yo' grace for the gyft of thys benefice for master 
bario bowbehit this standithe to now effecte for it is mayd for tonbrige and I wold have it if yo' 
plesnre war bo for soodrig for tonbrige is in my lord my fathers gyft be a Towson that he hathe and is 
not woyd. I do trost that yo' grace wol graunt hym eondrig and considering the payne that he bathe 
takyn I do thynke that it sb^ be rere well beatowyd and in so doyng y rekyn my selfe moche 
bownde to yo' grace for all this that hathe takyn payne in the kynges matter it shalle be my daylle 
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stady to in magyn all the ways that I can derjse to do them serrjs and plesur and thus I make 
anead sendjng joo a gen the letter that jou sent me thankjng ;o' grace most humblej for the pajn 
that joQ take for to inyt to me assuiyng you that next the kjoges letter ther is nothyng that can 
rejose me so moche. w'' the hand of her that is most bownde to be 

Y' most humble and 
my lord I be syche y' grace obediant serraDt. 

■w» aU my hart to remember ANNE BOLBYN. 

the parson of honelayne for 
my sake schortly. 

Aone Boleyn, Snd Q. of King Hen. VIII. ; mturied 1533 ; beheaded 1536. 



LETTER VIII. 

QtTEEN KATHERINE PARR to Kihq Hbney VIII. 
Orig. Brit. Mns. 
Althou^ the dysconzse of tyme and accompte of dayes nether ya long nor many of your maiesties 
abeens, yett y* wante of yoor presens so mucUe belored and desired of me, maketh me y' I can not 
quyetly pleasure in any thynge, untyll I here from your maiestye : the tyme ther for semeth to me 
TCTj long, vythe a grette desire to know how youre hyeghnes hathe done ayns your departyng henae, 
whose prosperyte and helthe I prefer and deayre more than myne ovne. And wher as I know yonr 
Maiesties absens ys noTer wythe out grett respectes of thyngs most convenyent and necessary, yett Ioto 
and affection compelleth me to desire your presens : And agayne the same zele and lore forces me also 
to be best content wythe that whyche ys your wyll and pleasure : And thus lore maketh me in all 
thynges to sett apart myne one comody" and pleasure, and to embrase most joyfully hys wyll and 
pleasure, whom I lore. God the knower of secretes can juge these wordes not to be only wrytten 
wythe ynke, but most tmely impressed in the hart, muche more I omytte, lest I schuld seme to go aboute 
to prayse myself, or crave a thanke, wyche thynge to do I mynde nothyng lesse, but a playne symple 
relacyon of my zele and lore towarde yom'e maiestye procedyng from the abundance of the herte, 
wheryu I must nedes confesae I deserre no worthye comendation, haryng suche juste occasion to do the 
same ; I make lyke acompte wythe your maiestye, as I do wythe God for hys benefytes and gyftes heped 
upon me dayly, knowlegyng my self all wayes a grette detter unto hym in that I do omytt my dutye 
towarde hym, nott being able to recompense the leste of hys benefytes, in wyche state I am certayne 
and sure to dye, but yett I hope in hys gracyous acceptation of my good wyll. And eren suche con- 
fydence I hare in your maiestyes gentyUness, knowyng myself nerer to hare done my dutye as was 
reqnysite and mete to suche a noble and worthye prynce, at whose handes I hare founde and received 
so muche lore and goodnes, that wythe wordes I can not expresse yt ; lest I schuld be to (too) tedyonse 
unto your maiestye, I fynysche thys my scrybeled letter, comyttyng you in to the goremance of the 
lorde w' loDg lyf and prosperous felyate hert, and after y ** Ijrf to enioy y* kyngdome of his electe. 
from grenewyche. By your maiesties hnmble obedyent 

loryng wyfe and sarrant 

KATERYN THE QUENE KP. 

Queen Katherine Parr, 6th Q. of King Heniy VIII.; married 1543; died 154S. 
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LETTER IX. 

PRINCE EDWARD (afterwardfl K. EDWARD VI.) to Q. Kath. Pare, 

Thanking her for her letters, and hoping he maj be able in part to satisfy the good expectations 

of H. H. his Father and her Grace. 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 



LETTER X. 

PRINCESS (afterwards QUEEN MARY) to the Lobd High Adkibal, 

Declining to interfere respecting his suit for marriage with the Queen Dowager (Katherine 
Parr), " consyderyng whose wyef her grace was of late" — ^he hopes he will think no onkinduess in her, 
though she " refuse to be a medler any wajes in thjs matter," &c. 

Orig. Brit. Miu. 

Qaemi M&ry, daoghter of King Henry VIII. and K&th«rine of Amgon ; bom 1517 ; orownod 1553 ; 
nurried Philip of Spain 1534 ; died 1558. 



LETTER XI. 

PRINCESS (afterwanls QUEEN) ELIZABETH to the Diteb of Souebsbt, 

In favor of Catherine Ashley, because "that whatsoever she bathe done in mj Lorde 
" Admiral's matter as conceroii^ the marjnge of me she dide it becaose knowings him to be one 
" of the counsel she thogth he wolde not go abont any suche thinge without he had the counsels 
" consent theriinto," Sk. 

Oiig. Brit. Mna. 



LETTER XII. 

KING EDWARD VI. Peitatb Mihotbs, 

Entitled ** Oeirtein pointee of wughty matters to he immediately concluded on by my 
counselL 18 January 1551. 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 
King Edwud VI., son of King Heniy VIII. and Qneen Jane Seymoui ; born 1537 ; erowned 1547 ; died 1553. 
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LETTBK Xm. 

MARY QUEEN OP SOOTS to QmjKK Blizabeth, 

Complamiug of not hariDg receiTed aiuvers to her letters, and soliciting better ti^atment. In 

French. Dat«d Sheffield (1583). 

Orig. Brit. Hna. 
Qaeeo Muy, daughter of King Jamea V. of Scotland ; bom 1542 ; beheaded at Fotheriogay Castle, 1587- 



LETTER XIV. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH to King Jambs VI. of Scotlakd. 

Copied from the Ori^nal in the PoBBesuon of Mons. A. Donnadieu, Member of the Sooifet^ de L'HiBtoire de Pruice, 
and of the British Archaelogical Aaaooiadon. 
My Tery good Brother 

Hit pleaseth me not a litel that my true intentB -without gloses or giles ar by yoa so gratefully 
taken for I am nothing of that Tile disposition of suche as while thir neighbors house is or likly to be 
a fire wyl not only not helpe but not afourd them water to quenche the same. If any sache you have 
hard of toward me God graunt he remembretU hit not to (too) wel for them, for the Archeduke helas 
poore man he wischeth every body like himself except his bondes wiche without his brothers helpe he 
wil soon repent his Signory. I snppos that considering whos (aperte ?) enemy the King of Spaiue 
is yoa wyl not n^lect so mnche your owne honor to the world (thogh yon had no peculiar lore to 
me] as to permit his Embassator in your Land, that so canselesly persecutes soche a Princes as never 
harmed him. ^ea suche a one as if his deceased father had beene rightly informed, did bettar 
merite at his hand than any prince on ertlie ever did to other for wher hathe ther bene an example 
that any one King hathe ever denied so faire a present as the hole seveutene provinces of the Lowe 
Countries. Yea who not only wold not have denied them but send a dousin Gentilmen to wame him 
of iJieir eliding &om him w* offer of keeping Uiem &om the nere neigbors hands and sent treasur to 
pay the shaking towns fro laps, disserved I sudie a recompence as many a complot bothe for my life 
and kingdom t Aught I not to defend and bereave him of suche weapons as might invay myselfe I he 
wil say I helpe Zealand and Holand from his hands tho if ether his father or himselfe wold observe 
snche othe as the Emperoor Charles obliged himselfe and so in sequele his son I wold not hare delt 
with others territories : hut the hold this by suche covenants as not observing by thir owne grants the 
ar no longar bound unto them : but thogh al this wer not anknowne to him — Yet I cast snche right 
raisons over my shuldar and regarded thir good and have never defended them a wicked quarel and 
had he not mist that gouvemment contrary to his ovne lawes with t^e rule of Spainards al this had 
not neded. 

Now for the warning the frenche sent you of Vesons imbassat to yow me thinkes the king your 
good brother hathe given you a good caveat that being a king he snpposeth by that measure that you 
wold denye suche offers. And since nodes you wyl have my counseil I can hardly heheve that being 
Tamed your own subject shall be auflred to come into your realme from suche a place to suche intent. 
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Soche a prelate if he came shuld be taoght a bettar leason than play so presnmtins and bold a part 
afor he knewe your good liking therof viche as I hope is far from your intent. So iryl his coming 
verefie good Maatar {Secretary b¥) aaseveratioDS at Kome of -wiche you hare or oov bene vamed 
ynoagh. Thus you se hov to fulfil your trust reposed in me viche to infringe I never mynde. I 
have sincerely made patente my sinceritie and thogh not fraught V muche wisdome yet stoflfed 
w' great good wyl I hope you wyl beare w' my molesting you to ifoo) long w' my ekraling hand, as 
preceding frxim a hart that shal ever be filled v' the 

Sure affection of yoor Loving and 

fi^ndeley aistar 

ELIZABETH R. 
Qaeen Eliabetb, dftufhter of King Heniy VIII. and Qoaen Anne Boleyn ; bom 1533 ; crowned 1558 ; died 160S. 



LETTER XV. 

KING JAMBS VI. OF SCOTLAND to Qubbk Elizabeth, 

Requesting her to discountenance and to proceed against Bothvell and other Conspirators. 
Dated Edinburgh, July 5, 1592. 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 



LETTER XVI. 

KING JAMES I. to the Dukb of Buckinqham, 

Expressing grief at his absence and earnestly desiring bis return. He requests that iione may see hia 

letter, and that the Duke will not answer it. (1623.) 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 

King Jamee I., son of Lord Damley and Maiy Queen of Soots ; bom 1 556 ; married Anne of Denmark ; crowned 
King James VI. of Scotland 1579, King Jamee I. of England, 1603; died 1625. 



IJITTER XVII. 
PRINCE HENRY to his Father Kma Jambs I. 



With a list of some persons recommended to be made Knights of the Bath, and requesting leare to go 
to Chatham vith the Duke of Brunswick to see the Ships. 

Orig. Brit. Mag. 
Prince Henr; Frederick Stoar^ eldest Sod of James I. ; bom 1593, died 1612. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

PRINCESS ELIZABETH to her Father Kim Jahbs I., 

Telling him that t^e BaroD de Dona vill state to hiu the particulars of the misfortune which has oHu- 

peUed her husband and hraself to leave Prague, and requesting his assistuice to prerent their ruin. 

She ia reBolved nerer to quit her hiuband ; but should he perish, to perish vith him. (In French.) 

Probable date, 1620. 

Orig. Brit. Mus. 

Elinbetfa, eldest daughter of King Junee I.; bom 159fi; married Frederick, aflerwuda King of Bohemia, 1612; 
died 16S1. 



LETTER XIX. 
KING CHARLES I. to his Son Paisoa Ohahlbs. 

Orders his son when in danger of falling into the rebels' hands to conrey himself under the care of his 
mother, whose command be is to obserre in ail things except religion, vherein he was to be onder the 
direction of the Bbhop of Salisburj. (1645.) 

Orig. Brit. Hub. 
KingCharlee I., 3rd Son of King James I.; bom 1600; married Henrietta Maria of France 1629; beheaded 1848. 



LETTER XX. 

KINO CHARLES L to his Nephew Fbiitce Maubice, 
Upon dismissing the Prince's brother Rapert from all charge in the army, and sending him abroad for 
his unhandsome quitting the Oastle and Fort of Bristol through the seduction of some "rotteo-headed 
TiUains." (1645.) 

Orig. Brit Mdb. 



LETTER XXI. 
KING CHARLES II. to the Chancellor Lobd Clasenboit. 

That he wonld connsd Broderk^ not to meddle any more with Lady Oastlemaine's t 

himself may be " onbai^y in this worid and in the world to come if he fail in the least d^;ree of that 

" he has resolved, whidi ia of making Lady Castlemaine of his wife's bedchamber," &c. 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 
King Charles II., bom 1 630 ; crowned 1660; married Catherine of Bragann 1662 ; died 1685, 
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LETTER XXII. 
KINGr CHARLES II. to the Chancellor Lobd Olaaehdon. 

OoDCerning the insolent conduct of Sir Harry Vane ; that be is too dangerous to let live, kc One veek 

after the date of tliia letter, (June 7, 1662,) Sir Hany Vane was beheaded. 

Orig. Brit. Mds. 



LETTER XXIII. 

JAMES, DUKE OF YORK (afterwards King James II.) to Pbinob Rupbbt, 

Wishing him a "continuance of fair veatber, and that the vinds may do him no more hurt than 
De Ruyter has done to him, and that he and the fleet may be safe at home before the 
Michaelmas flaws come." Dated August 20, 1673. 

Orig. Brit. Miu. 

Junes StD&rt, 2iid Son of Charles I. ; born 1633; crowned King James XL 1684; abdirated 1689; 
died 1701. 



LETTER XXIV. 

KING WILLIAM III. to • • • *, 

On the subject of his Qoeen's illness; the Physicians' opinions, and the state of his mind on the 

occaaon. Dated 1694-5. 

Original (in Fienoh) in the Collection of MonB. A. Domutdien. 

William, Prinoe of Oiange, born 1650 ; married Frinoesfi Mary, danghter of King Jamea II. ; oiowned 
King William III. 1688 ; died 1702. 



LETTER XXV. 
QUEEN ANNE to Lobd Oxpoed, 

Congratulating him on his recorery. Political arrangements. She doubts if Mr. Prior's (the Poef a) 
" birth will entitle him to the situation of Envoy, and the Secretary to the Embassy is filled," &a 
Orig. Brit. Mna. 

Qneen Anne, 2nd dsoghter of King James II. ; bom 1664 ; married Prince George of Denauvk ; 
crowned 1702 ; died 1714. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XXVI. 

GEORGE LOUIS, ELECTOR OF HANOVER (afterwards Kmo Gbobgb I.) to * • • 

A letter of kindness, and expressive of interest in tlie welfare of the son of the person to 

whom it is addressed. 

Original (in Franoh) id the BrilUli Hnseam. 

King George I. ; bora 1660 ; crowned 1714 ; died 1727. 



LETTER XXVII. 

GEORGE AUGUSTUS, ELECTOR OF HANOVER (afterwards Kmo Gboegb II.), 

to Lord Halifax. 

Acknowledging obligations. The demohtion of Dunkirk as farorable to England as hurtful 

to France; expressing gratitude and esteem. (1709.) 

Ori^naJ (in French) in the Brituili UnBeDtn. 

King Geo^ II.; born 1663 ; crowned 1727; died 1760. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

KING GEORGE III. to the Lord Chahbbrlain (the Mabquib or SiLisBiTBr). 

Respecting the arrangements for the Marriage of the Prince of Wales. (1795.) 

Original in the Collection of Joe. French, Esq., Windsor, 
King George III., Grandson of King George II. ; born 1738 ; crowned 1760 ; died 1820. 



LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 



LETTER XXIX. 
SIR THOMAS MORE to Kino Hbhrt VUI. 

Grig. Brit. Hns. 
yit may Ijke jo' highnes to call to jo' gracionse remembrauQce that at sach tyme, as of that 
great weighty (care ? ) and oiBce of yoar chancellor with vhich so far above my meritis or qnalitees 
able and mete therfore yo' highnes had of yo' incomparable goodnes honored and exalted me ye 
were so good and graciouse un to me as at my pore humble suit to disdiarge and disburden me 
geving me licence with yo' gracionse faror to bestow the residew of my life in myn age now to come, 
abowt the prorision for my soule in the service of god, and to foe yo' gracys bedisman and pray for. 
you, it pleased yo' highnes ferther to say unto me, that for the service which I byfore hadd done you, 
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(which it than lyked 70' goodnes far above my deserving to commend) that in eny 8uit that I should 
after have un to yo' highues, vhich either shoold concerne myn honor (that vord it lyked yo' highnes 
to use un to me] or that should perteyne un to my profit I should fynd yo' highnes good and graciouse 
lord unto me. So is it now graciouse soverayn, that worldely honor ya the thing wherof I have re- 
fflgned both the possession and the desire in the resignation of yo' moost honorable office. And worldely 
profit I trust experience proveth and dayly more and more shall prove, that I never was very gredy 
theron. But now ys my most humblo suit un to yo' excellent highnes, partely to beseche the same, 
some what to tendre my pore bonestie. but principally that of yo' accustomed goodnis no ainistre infor- 
mation move yo' noble grace, to have eny more distruste of my trouth and devotion toward you than 
I have or shall duryng my life geve the cause. For in this mater of the wykied woman of canterbeiy 
I have un to yo' trusoy counsaylour Mr. Thomas Cromwell by my writing as playnly declared the 
trouth as I possibly can, which my declaration, of his dutie toward yo^ grace, and his goodnes toward 
me so hath I understand declared un to yo' grace, in eny parte of all which my dealing, whither eny 
other man may peradventure put eny dowte, or move eny scrupule of suspition, that can I neither tell, 
nor lyeth in myn hand to lett, but im to my selfe is it not possible eny parte of my said demeanure to 
seme evil, the very clerenes of myn owne conscience knoweth in all the mater my mynde and entent 
80 good. Wherfore moste graciouse soverayn I neither will nor well it can bycome me, w' yo' highnes 
to reason and argue the mater, but in my moost humble manor prostrate at yo' graciouse fete I onely 
byseche yo' maiestie w* yo' owne high prudence and yo' accustumede goodnes consider and way the 
mater. And than if in yo' bo doing yo' owne vertuouse mynde shall geve you, that notwithstanding 
the manifold excellent goodnes that yo' graciouse highnes hath by so many maner ways used un to me, 
I be a wreche of such a monstrouse ingratitude as could w' eny of theym all, or with eny other person 
living, digresse fro my bounden dutie of allegeannce toward yo' good grace, than desire I no fertber 
favo' at yo' graciouse band, than the losae of all that ever I may best (value or esteem ? ) in this world, 
goods, lands, and libertie, and finally my life w* all, wherof the keping of eny parte un to my selfe, 
could never do me penyworth of pleasure, but onely sbold then my recomforte be, that after mj short 
life and yo' long (which w' continuall prosperite to goddys pleasure onr lord for his mercy send you) 
I shold onys mete w* yo' grace agayn in hevyn, and there be mery with you. Where among myn 
other pleasuris this shold yet be one, that yo' grace sbold surely so there than, that (how so ever yon 
take me) I am yo' trew bedeman now and ever have bene, and will be till I dye, how so ever yo' plea- 
sure be to do by me. How be it if in the considering of my cause, yo' high wysdome and graciouse 
goodnis perceve (as I veryly trust in god you shall) that I none otherwise have demeaned my selfe, 
than well may stand w' my bounden dutie of faitbfiUlnes toward yo' roiall maiestie, than in my moste 
humble wise 1 bysech yo' moste noble grace, that the knowledge of yo' trew graciouse persuasion in 
that byhalfe, may releve the (burden %) of my present hevynesse, conceived of the dredc and fere (by 
that I here such a grevouso bill put by yo' lemed counseile in to yo high court of parleament agaynst 
me) lest yo' grace myght by some simstre information be moved eny thyng to thinke the contrary. 
Which if yo' highnes do mA (as I trust in god and yo' great goodnes the mater by yo' awne high 
prudence examined attd considered yon will not) then in my moost hnmble man' I besech yo' highnes 
father (albe it that in respecte of my formar requeste this other thing ys very sleight) yit Mth 
70' highnes hath here byfore of yo' more habundunt goodnes beped and accumulated nppon me (though 
I was therto very far unwurthy) fro tyme to tyme both wurshuppe and great bono' to, and sitJh I now 
have lefte of all such things, and no thing seke or desire but the life to come, and in the meane while 
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praj for 70' grace, it maj Ijke yo' highnes of jo' accustomed benignite some^rhftt to tendre my pore 
honestie and nerer Bufire bj the meane of such a bill put forth agaynst me enj man to take occasion 
here after agaynst the treuth to slawndre m& Which thyng shold yit by the perill of theire ovne 
soulys do theym selfe more hurt than me vhich shall I trust settle myn harte with yo' gracionse 
faro' to depend uppon the comforte of the trouth and hope of heryn, and not uppon the fallible 
opinion or soar spoken vords, of light and sour changeable peple. And thus moste dredde and moste 
dere soverayn lord, I bcaeche the blessed trinite preserve yo' moost noble grace both in body and soule, 
and all that are yo' veil villers, and amend all the contrary, among Thome if erer I be or ever have 
been one, than pray I god that he may with myn open shame and destruction declare it. At my pore 
hoirae in Chelchith the fifeth day of march by the knoven mde hand of 

yo' moite humble and moste bevy 

faithfoll subguett and bedeman 

THO. MORE K^. 
Sir Thomu More, born 1480; Chanoellor 1530; beheaded 1535. 



LBTTBE XXX. 
CHARLES BRANDON. DUKE OF SUFFOLK, to Kiho Hbnbt VIU. 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 

Most grasseust sofiuiyn lord sou et tys y' I am informed dywarea wayes y* hall jour hoU 
coonssell me lord of yonrke exaeppyd wyet mane addar ar cljrlle detannenned to tympe your grace 
y' I may edar by pat to dyth or by pat in prysson and boo to by dysstrred alas (sire 1) I may say 
y* I haw a hard forttun seying y' ther was newar non of thym in trobbyll bout I was glad to helpe 
thym to me pour and y' your grace knowea byst and nhow y* 1 am in thys non lettyll trohyll and 
sorrow nhow thay ar rydy to helpe to dusstrr me bout (aire?) I care no mor bout god forgyef thym 
watso yewar coumes on me for I am detannenned for (sire?) your grace es he y* es me soffaryn lord 
and masstar, and he y* has browth me op of nowth and I am your segyth and sarwant and he y* has 
afynded your grace in hrykyng me promes y' I made your grace tochyng the quyen your sisstar for 
the wyche I wyet most youmhyll hart I wyll yeld me self unto your grases handea to doo wyet me 
pour bode yonr grasseus plyssur not fyryng the malles of thym for I know yonr grace of scheth natur 
y' et can not ly in thyr poorer to cans you to dysstrv me for ther malles bout wat pounesment soewar 
I have I Bchall thanke god and your grace of et and thynke y' I hare wyell deasarryed et howth to 
god and your grace as knowes howar lord whoo send your grace your most honnorahyll hartie dyssear 
wyet long lyef and me most sorrofoll wiyche your grasseus fawar wat sorro soo yewar I indur thyrfbr. 
at mottryll the XXII day of apryell by your most youmbyll seeget and sarwant (Sire!) I bysche your 
grace to gyef crydynes unto me coossen (seddnaylj thes (prarl) on me byhalt 

CHARLES SUFFOLK. 

Cbariea Bnodon, Doke of Suffolk, nuLmed Mar?, caet«r of King Heniy VIII. Died 1545. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

JOHN RUSSELL (afterwards lat Earl of Bedford) to Cardinal Wolset, 

Acquainting Itim that he had shewed the King how Wolsej had examined " FransBes Phjlyppes ande 
Vynea afler the beate and gentyleet maner," and " without forase or vyolena," and that the King has 
read " Vynes' pystelle (epistle) wrytt hys mynde under the sayde," and that " hys mageste welle pystelle 
ande eende hytt to your grajse," &c. 

Orig. Brit. Mna. 
John Russell, oreated Earl of Bedford, 1550; Lord High Steward, 1547 ; died 1554. 



LETTER XXXII. 

THOMAS HOWARD, EARL OP SURREY (afterwards Dute of Norfolk) to Cabdinal Wolsbt. 
Orig. Brit. Mne. 

Plesith it yo' grace to be adTCrtised that this nyght at mydnyght came to me ii Scotchmen myn 
espies w* twoo letters from the quene of scotts w'* yo' grace shaU receyve w' this. And by the same 
yo' grace may perceyvc that the kjng shall not come forth and all this that the lords doth cause her to 
wright is only to diyve off the tyme to the intent I ahold do the lea hurt and that their hole poure 
myght be assembled and so take their adrantage upon me. and so one off myn espies hath warned 
me is their entent ; saying the lords be in such feare off the Due lokyng every houre for hym to arry ve. 
that and they had layde iiii off the best off their sonnys in hostage to forsake hym. yet iff he came 
they wold breke their coTenant. Wherefore w* gods grace I shalbe doing, and w' this yo' grace shall 
receyre the copie of myn answer sent to the seid quene which she shall shew to the loida. the 
Chanseler went hym selff upon Saturday in edenborow and made proclamacioos in thre pUces that 
all men that myght wer hanues shuld be this day redy to come forwards wherat the Frenchmen made 
moch joy. sewerly I feare they do moch abewse the quene. but thogh they do so w* her I entende 
not they shall so do w* me. for at the closyng hereoff I woll go to borabak and do the moat hurt I 
can. scribled this xxii day off September at iii a clok after mydnyght. (1523.) 

Yo" most bownden 

T. SURREY. 

ThoiiiuHoward,EarlofSnTTe7,cieatedDi]keof Norfolk, 1514; Lord Treasurer and Earl Marshal ; died 1524 



LETTER XXXIII. 

CARDINAL WOI^EY to Gabdinbe (afterwards Bishop of Worcester). 

Hy owne goode maatyr Secretary aftyr my most herty recomendacons w' lycke thancks for 
yo' goodnes towards me thea shalbe to adrertyse yow that I bare beyn informyd by my trusty frende 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 15 

Tbomaa crowmTell that je have sjgayfjd unto hjm to mj Bjngoler consolacion hove that the KjDgs 
hyghnes moTjd V pety and compassyon and of hya excellent goodness and cheryte consydeiyng the 
lamentable condicion and stat that I stand jn hath vyllyd yov -w* other lords and mastyra of hya 
honorable cownselt to entende to the perfyghtyng and absolvyng w'out further (tract 1) or delay 
of myn end and appoyntment and that my pardon shulde be made in the moste ample forme that my 
covnaell covde derjae, for thya the kyng'a most graoyona remembrance procedyng of hymsylf I 
accompt my sylf not onely moste bowndyn to mrve and pray for the preaerracion of hya moate royal 
maieste but alao thancke god that ye hare occasyon govyn unto yov to be a sollycyter and setterforthe 
of Buoh thyngs as do and shall conseme my seyd ends in the makyng and compovnyng wherof myn 
asauryd trust ya that ye vole ahewe the love and affection wych ye have and here towarda me 
yo' olde lover and frende ao dedaryng yo' sylf therin. that the world may parceyve that by yowr good 
meanya the knyng ys the better goode lorde unto me and that nove newly in maner comyng to 
the world tiier may be auche reaspect had to my poore degre olde age and longe contynuyd servya as 
ahal be to t^e kyngs hygh honor and yo^ gret prayse and lande wych ondowttydly ahal folowe 
yf ye eitende yowr benyrolens towards me and men perceyve that by y' wysdom and deiteryte I 
shalbe relevyd and in tbys my calamyte holpyn at the reverens theribr of god myn owne goode 
Mr. Secretary and refugy nowe aet to yo^ hande that I may come to a laudable ende and repoase. 
seyng that I may be fiimyshyd aftyr auche a sorte and maner as I may ende my short tyme 
and lyff to the honor of Crysts churche and the prince. And besydys my dayly prayer and true 
hert I shal ao requyte yo* kyndnes as ye shal have cause to thyncke the same to be wel imployd 
lycke aa mj seyd trusty frende ahal more amply ahewe onto yow to whom yt may pleaae you to 
geve ferme credens and lovyng andsers And I shall pray for the increase of yo' honor. Wryttyn at 
Aaher w' the tremyllyng hand and hevy hert of yo^ assuryd lover and bedyaman. (Date about 1 529.) 

T. CAR"^ EBOR. 
To the rygth honorable and my aynguler 
goode frende Mastyr Secretary. 

Thomas WoL»ey, born ]471i An^biehop of York, 1514; Lord Chanoellvr, and a Cardinal; died 1530. 



LETTER XXXTV. 

CRANMER, ARCHBISHOP OP CANTERBURY, to T. Cbokwbll. 

Orig. Brit Mas. 

Right worshipM maister Crumwel after moat harty comendations &c. I double not but you do 
right wel remembre that my lorde of Rochester and Master More were contented to be swome to the 
acte of the kyngs succession, but not to the preamble of the sama What was the cause of thair 
refusal therof I am uncerten, and thay wolde by no mesnes expresse the same : nevertheleB it must nedis 
be either the diminution of the autoritie of the Busshope of Rome, or ells the reprobation of the kyngs 
first pretenaed matrimony. But if thay do obstinatly persiste in thair opinions of the preamble, yet 
me semeth it aholde not be refused if thay wil be swome to the veray acte of succession so y' thay 
wil be swome to mayntene the same agaynst al powers and potentates. For hereby shal be a greate 
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occasion to satJBfie the priDcesse Dovager. And the Ladj Maiy, vhich do thjnke that thaj sholde 
dampDe thair sovles, if thaj sholde ahandon and relinqoysh their astates. And not ooelj it shoMe 
atoppe the montbes of thaj, hut also of the emperour and other thair fnends, if thaj gyve as moch 
credence to my Lorde of Rochester and Maister More spekjnge or doinge agaynst thay, aa thay 
hitherto have done and thought y' al other sholde have done vhan thay epake and did with thay. And 
peradventure it sholde be a good quietacion to many other within this reaiilme, if such men sholde say 
that the succession comprised within the said acte is good and accordynge to godds lawes. For than 
I thynke ther is not one within this reanlme y* wolde ones reclayme againste it. And where as 
diverse persones either of a wilfulnea wil not, or of an indurate and inTertible conscience can 
not, altre from thair opinions of the kyngs first pretensed marriage (wherin thay have ones said thair 
mynds, and percase have a persuasion in thair beads, y* if thay sholde now vary therefrome thair fame 
and estimation were distayned for OTcr) or ells of the autoritie of the Bussbope of Rome : yet if al the 
reaulme with one accords wolde apprehende the said succession, in my jugement it is a thynge to be 
amplected (1) and imbraced. Which thing al though I trust surely in god y* it sbal be brought to 
passe, yet beronto might not a litle avayle the consent and othes of thies two persones the Busshope of 
Rochester and Maister Moore with thair adherentes or rather confederates. And if the Kyngs pleasure 
so were thair said othes myght be suppressed, but whan and where his highnea might take some 
comodjte by the publisshynge of the same. Thus our Lorde have you ever in his conservation. From 
my manor at Croydon the ^i day of April 

Your own assured ever 

THOMAS OANTUAR. 

Thomas Craamer, bora 1489 ; Arohbialiop of Canterbury 1533 ; burnt 1555. 



LETTER XXXV. 
THOMAS OROMWBLL (afterwards Earl of Basei) to Sib T. Wtatt. 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 

After my right herty comendacions I have receyved yo' letters by this bearer nicolas and 
sett furth the manor of yo' retoum at Marche next and my sun notw' standing it is differred tyll Aprill 
as ye shal percejrre b; the Kings letters (whose majestic 1 ) taketh yo' diligence and active alacrite ther 
in good part sending you answer of his gracious pleasure in all things as by his said letters ye shal 
perceyre, I doubt not but ye shal deuly discharge yo' duete in the setting fiirtb thereof as ye have 
done hitherto. I advise you to take patiently yo' abode there tyll Aprill and to send me worde what 
money ye shal nede to have sent unto you for I shal helpe you assoryng you that I could not see yon 
that went and hath abyded there honestly furnished to retoum home and at the later end to retoum 
nedy and disfhmished I do better tender the Kings honor and esteem you better than so to 
suffer you to laxke. Adriaing you nevertheles that I think yo' gcntil franck hert doth moch em- 
poverishe you; when ye have money ye are content to departe w' it and lende it as ye did latdy 200 
dollars to Mr. Hobby the whiche I think had no nede of them for he had large fumishment of money 
at his departure hens and likwise at his retoum — we acoustum not to sonde men disprovided so furre. 
Take hede therefore howe ye departe of sucbe portion aa ye nede and forsee rather to be provided 
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70' self then for the proTiuon of othen to leare 70' sdf nscked. politik oharite proridet^ not that wBje. 
If 76 eluU adTortige me in vhst somes 70 shal nede I slial tak a va7e that 70 shal be furnished. I 
require 70U to soUicite an answer of Themperoor to tenor of the Kings letters and as Bhortel7 as 76 
can and as often as 76 maje hare oportunite to adyertise his ma*^ amplelj of all oocoranta. Thus 
&re 70 hertel7 veil. From London this xixth of Januar7 1538. 

Yo' assnryd Fremd 

THOMAS OBUMWELL. 

Thomaa Cromwell, bom 1 490 ; created Bui of Essex 1 589 ; beheaded 1 940. 



LETTER XXXVL 

FRANCIS HASTINGS (afterwards EARL OP HUNTINGDON) to Loed Obomwbll. 
Orig. Brit Mos. 

M7 Ter7 good lord after m7 moste hart7 comendacions thTS 7s to gyve joar lordeehip thankee 
for the goodnes that I have allwes fonnde 7n 70a W7che can nevor be7 deBorr7d on m7 parte, bat ire 
ther be7 on7 th7nge 7n me of an honest man 7our lord8h7pes gent7lneB hathe bounde me moste hartel7 
de67r7nge 7onr lordahTp to hare me 7n rememberance 7n the prefermente of an abbey. And if jt were 
7oar lordshypps plesm« the abbe7 of burten le7tbe very komod7ousl7 for me but that I refer to your 
good h)rdah7ppB plesore 7n whom I putt all my troste. 7' sholde a bene muche more m7 comfortt to 
a bene a suter to lordshjrp my selfe but that h7t hathe ples7d god to T7fi7tt mo and m7 howse w' the 
mesel7s. so that as 7ett I dare not he7 so bowlde to cam to 70Qr lordshyp tall I know fordar 7oar 
lordBh7pp8 plesore. thos I prey god sende your lordshTp as good longe lyfe as your nobull harte 
wolde desyre. from stoke the nth de7 of februaiy b7 70ur lordflh7ppB asuryd to commande. 

PRANCYS HASTYNGS. 

FnuidB, 2nd Haatiags, Earl of Hnntingdon, 1544; died 1560. 



LETTER XXXVII. 
HUGH LATYMER (afterwards BISHOP OP WORCESTER) to • • • •. 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 

R7ght honorable, adutem in Christo. 
And syr, when I was w' yo' lord8h7pe laste, 70U were desyrowa to kno, whare you m7ght bare good 
monks, I tellyd you of too, w* m7 lord of Westm78ter, I tolde nott thare names then to 70U bat now 
I can. the won 7s caU7d Goorton, the other Clark — both bachelars of divinite, well lem7d of lyght 
jngment and very honeste men ; the pryor of corentrie, as I here say is dede, the matter ys somewhatt 
entyred w' the kynga grace, and lyke to goo forward, yf yoo putt thertoo yo' helpyng hande ; I dowght 
nott butt my brother abbott of Westmyster, as 7II aa he m7gfat spare them 7ett wyll forgoo them, for 
soch a purpose, butt much the rather yf (he perceTe 1 ) yo* pleseur therin. I wold have waytyd 
uppon yo* lordshype my selff as my dewty hade b7en, butt seurl7 87re I doo whatt I can to able m7 

P 
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selff to Btande in the pulpytt uppon tewaday, I am in a fayntt TFeiynesse on all mj boody, but cheffly 
in the small of my backe, but I hare a good nurshe — good mastresse Fatham, wych seyinge vhatt casse 
I was in hath fachyd {fdched) me hoom to here owne hovsse, and doth pympur me upe w* all 
dylygence for I fere a consumption, bat ytt maketh lytell matter for me, I pray god preserve your 
brdshype longe in helth, to all such good purposes, as god hath ordeiyd you too. 

In master Fathams hovsse 
YiiiofNoV. H. LATYMER. 

Hogh LfttjmeT, born 1475 ; Abbot, and afterwarda Bisbop of Worcester, 153a ; burot with Craomer, 1555. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 
HENRY HOWARD, EARL OF SURREY, to Lord Cobham. 

Orig. Brit. Uds. 

My rery good lord after my harty comendations this shall be most hartlj desier you to 
advertyse me w' all ^de by this berar ■when my lord off" "Wynchester shall be at Oallais for it wold not 
behove for a great thyng for his maiestis service here but y' antony {Agref) shuld speke w* my seyd Lord 
before his d^arture wherfor I entend imediatly uppon yo' adrertyament to send him to my Lord 
w* dyllygence to awayte uppon his lordship for sudi declaration of things as emport to his maiestia 
service here besechyng yow my Lord to have me hartly comended to him. Thus wishyng your 
lordship as well to do as my self. From Boloygne the xxth off October 1545. 

Your loving cosyn 

H. SURREY. 

Wher as I pwceyre Sir Edward Wottons son fantasyth genet geldyng off myne y* standith in Callais 
which is blynd and ruyned I am ashamyd to gyve him but iff it pleas hym to take him till I be able 
to gyt him a better I shall desire him so to do. 

Heiii7 Howard, Earl of Surrey (the Poet), bom 1520 ; attainted and beheaded, 1547. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

JOHN DUDLEY, EARL OF WARWICK (afterwards DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND) 
to Lord Paget. 

Orig. Brit. Has. 

Thies may be to require yo' Lordschip to be vigelant and sircnmspect in the matter whiche now 
you have in hand — perhappes the L. Chancelor and the L. Tresurer who thinkith may touche theym 
leate can be content that it may be wrappyd uyp in scilens and to saye jrt ya not expedyent yt 
shold come in questyoo. But god preserve our Mr. yf he sholde fayle there ys watchers enow that 
wold bring it in question and wold burden you and others (who now will not understand the damige) 
to be diaceyrers of tiie hole body of the realme w* an instrument forgyd to execute yo' malicius 
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meaninges mark veil the words that baker jesterdaje spak in the kings presens concerning the faut 
yf any vere most be impatyd to the Lords, veil I void wishe ae veil for the &xi.erty of the Kings 
mat" is for the tmth of the matter they men shold not be against the perfjtt reforming of it nov 
— specially seing jt bath byn thus farr debatyd. v'. I rekyn even a happy thing, praying you to 
participate this nnto my Lord priry seale. And so I comytt yon bothe to the tuision of the Lord, 
At grenV^ the ixii day of January 1550. 

Tour loreng trend 

J. WARWYK. 

John Dudley, born 1502 ; ereated Eul of Warwick 1547 ; Duke of North nmberluid 1551 ; attainted and 
beheaded 1553. 



LETTER XL. 
WJLLIAM, FIRST LORD PAGET, to • * * ' •. 

Orig. Brit. Mue. 

Sir my dewtye remembred I had thought to hare desired yon to gyre thankes to Mr. Cofferer 
for his gentle UberaUte tovardes me vhich upon the sight of yo' letter frankly and like hym self did 
not oflfre me tenne okes according to your request but wold nedes feoffe me v' iii and notw'standing 
that I knovyng my litle deserte tovardes hym refosed the same (not as monks and ahbattes) but in 
good faith, emestly and hartly. so that I perceyre your judgement of hym to be no lease certan and 
assnred then I have knoven it to be in many other thinges. And now considering an occasion taken 
from me (as I anderstand) vhereby I myght as well have declared my dewty anempst youe bonnden 
by manifold benifites, as in some parte have satisfied Mr. Cofferers goodnes I am not only ashamed to 
take his gentle ofire but also afered to be accused of you as ingrate aad foigetfiil of benifites receyred ; 
whom I know to he Tanquished of no laborious payines wherin ye may requite a kindnee. I am 
assnred that yo' leasse for the provosts honse shalhe as ye void have it although nether I nor yet 
any other shuld speke in it such is godds providence for yone for (as the comyn sayng is) such is your 
good fortune, but yet if I had gone to Cambridge so myght I have done for youe no nedeful service 
(I say) but only exhibited unto youe an argument of my necessary good will necessary for me and not 
for you. here I have a large playne to playne on but I vil not trouble yone I left one for no thing 
els then to herken for Mr. Provosts ioumey to Cambridge and yet I here now first of it by one of 
Mr. Cofferers servants. I beseche yon do as you be wont to do tiiat is supply all myn insufficiency 
v' yo' goodnes. Fare ye vel from Drayton this Saturday. 

To' own most bownden 

WILL". PAGET. 

William, ercated let Lord Fagot 1551 (Secretaiy of State te King Heuiy VIII.); died 1563. 
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LETTER XLI. 

CARDINAL POLE to Queen Mabt. 

Orig. Brit. Hob. 

A remembrance of those thToga that 70' highoes pleasure was I shold put in writing as most 
coDTenient in mj pore judgment to be comuned and spoken of by 70' m** wjth jo' counsel called to 
yo' presence thys aftemone. 

Furst of al that yo' ma" shold put them yn remebrance of the charge the kyngs highnes gave them 
at hjB departure wych beyng reduced to certein articles and put in writing it semetb wel if some of the 
lordes for ther sodden departure after the charge had not the same in writing that it were rehersed 
and given unto them wytb exhortation to employe al ther dihgence for the dewe execution therof. 

And whcras amongst other charges thys was one that those that be named in the fiirst parte 
counseleres wer al present in the courte. thys fiirst yo' highnes may require them that they do obserre. 
Specyelly besyde for the weyght of the mattres that be now in hand. The tyme besyde beyng so 
shorte after the parlament to examyn them. And that the kyngs plesure ye as the mattres be pro- 
posed in the counsell afore the furder execution of them to be ynformed therof to know hys pleasure 
theryn. And amongst other hys ma'' beyng in ezpestation to know the uttre resolution of the 
counsell tochyng those mattres that be to be intreatyd in thys parlament thys ys that yo' ma" loketh 
to hare of them thys day to send wytb all spade to the kyngs kighnes. 

And wheras for the dylation of the kyngs comyng yo' ma" thought it wel to put in consultation 
wether it wer better therfor to make a dilation and prorogation of the pariament to Oandlemas, beyng 
thougt by ther opinion that for neceasite of money that is to be demanded in the parlament and 
otherwyse can not be provided the prorogation of that shold be much dispendioee : yo' ma" not 
disaloweng ther deliberation, but consydering wyth all the gret nede of mony for to be had for the 
discharge of the present necessite, wych requyreth pr^ent provision of money as is for the settyng 
forth of the schypes, as wel for the emperers passage to Spaygne, as for the kyngs retome and 
besyde thys for the payment of that is dew at calise, as for yo' credyte wyth the merchants and 
aprochyng the day of payment ; and for the dett of Irland also. Of al these it may please 
yo' ma" to know thys day of yo' counsell what is don : 

And hycanse the most ordynarie and juste way tochyng the provision of money to pay yo' highnes 
detts is to call yn yo' owne detts. wych charge hath bene specyally committed afore, and is principally 
considered and renewed in the writing the kyngs highnes left toching such afiayres that hys counsel 
shold presently attend unto wherto ther names also that have the charge specyall therfore yo' ma" shal 
do wel thys day to charge them wyth the same that wyth al diligence they attend to the prosecution 
therof : gevyng them all authoryte that shal be necessary for them to make the most spedy expedition 
theryn. Wylling them wythall that they never let paaae on weke but in the ende of the same at the 
lest yo' ma" may know specyally of that is commen yn, and that ordre is taken for the rest. 

Also yf it pleasyd yo' ma" in generall for all mattres wych be intreatyd in the counsell wych 
requyre commission and execution, to gyve thys ordre that those that have had commission to execute 
ony mattre let never passe the weke but tbey ynforme the counsell what execution is made of ther 
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eommjssioiiB. And that the cotinsel themselfs schold never begjn the entretance of nev mattres the 
second veke but that thej hare enformation iiirst vhat is don in those wych wer commjtted to be 
ezacated the weke afore : I thynk it shold helpe mach to the spedj expedition of all causes, thja js 
my pore adryae remitted al to the godlj and pmdent judgement of jo' ma" 

(Date 1553-4.) RAYNOLD POLE. 

Begin&ld Pole, bom 1500; Cardinftl in 1536 ; Arehbishop of Cutorbory 1555 ; died 1556. 



LETTER XLII. 

HENRY STUART, LORD DARNLEY, to Qdbbn Mabt. 

A letter ezpreesiTe of dutj and gratitude, beautifully vritten, and perfectly legible. 
(Date 1554.) 

Orig. Biii Hne. 

Heniy Stoart, Lord Darnlej, bom 1541 ; married Haiy Queen of Soots 15411 ; mudered 1567. 



LETTER XLIU. 
JOHN KNOX to Lord BusaELBT. 

Orig. Brit. Mna. 



The sporte of wisedome, judgement and saoctification 
I vishe yon by Jesus Christe. 

As I hare no pleasure vith longe vritinge to treble you right honorable irhose mynde I knove 
to be Dccupiede in mosto grare mattera, bo labor I not vitb longe preface to conciliate yonr favors, The 
w*^ I suppose to have alreadye (howso ever the rumors brut the contrary) as it becometh one membre 
of Ohriates bodye to have of another : The contente therfore of theia my presents shalbe absoked in 
tToo pointes : In the former I purpose to t^scharge in fewe vords my conscience towards yoo, And in 
the other somevhat must I speake in myn oven defence of that poore flocke of late assemblede in 
the moat godly reformed Ohurche and Oitty of Geneva. To yon, air, I say, that as from god you have 
reoeivede life, visdome, honours, and this presente estate in vhich noT ye stande so oo^t ye wholly 
to imploye the same to thadTancement of his glory, who only is the aurtbor of life, and fountaine of 
wisedome, and who most assuredly dothe and will honor and glorifye thos yt with simple hartes do 
glorifye him. The which alaa in times past ye have not done : But beinge overcome w' roman Iniquity 
ye have foUowede the worlde in, the way of perdicion. For nnto the suppreasion of Ohristes trew 
enemyes, ye, to the erecting of Idolatry, and to the sheddinge of the bloode of goda deare children, 
have ye by silence consented and subscribed. This your horrible desertion from the tmoth knowne and 
professed, hath god unto this day mercifully spared, yea to manes judgment he hath utterly forgotten 
and pardoned the same, he hath not intreated you as he hath done others of like knoweledge, whome 
in his angre (but yet moste justly according to theire deserte) he did shortly strike after theire desertion. 
But yoo (gilty in the same offences) bathe he spared and preservede as it were in his owen bosome 
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daringe the tjme of that moat mjserablQ thraldome and nowe hathe sett jou at soche liberty as the 
fiiry of godes enemyes caaaot hurt jon except willinglj ageinst his hoDOor ye take pleasure to conspire 
vitli them. As this benefit which je hare received is great : so must godes justice require of joa a 
thankiiill hart, for seinge jt his mercy hathe spared jour beinge traytor to his majestie seinge further 
yt emongest your euemyis he hath preserved you ; and last, seinge yon worthy of hell, he hath 
promoted to honors and dignitye. Of you must he require (because he is just) emest repentance for 
your former desertion, a hart myndfull of hie mercifull providence and a will so ready to advannce his 
glorye, that evidently it may appeire, yt in veine you have not receivede theis graces of god. To the 
performance wherof, of necessitye it is that caraall wisdome, and worldly pollicye (and which both ye 
are brated to be moche inclined) give place to gods simple and naked trueth. Very love compeUeth 
me to say yt except the spirit of god purge your hart from that venyme which your jees have seene 
to have ben the destruction unto others, that you shall not longe escape the rewarde of dessemblers. 
Cale to minde what your ears harde proclaimed in the Chappell at St James wbeli this verse of the 
first paalme was entreated : Not so o wicked not so, but as the dust wicbe the winde tossethe &c. 
And considre that now ye travell in the same way, which then they dide pleinly to speke, nowe are ye 
in that estate and credit, in which ye shall either comfort the sorrowfull and afiOictid for righteoosnes 
sake, or els ye shall oppugne the spirit of gode speakinge in his mesfiingers. The comforts of thafflicted 
for godlines have promie of comfort in their greatest necessities. But the trooblers of gods suants 
(how contented so ever tbey appeire before the world) are thretnede, to leve their names in exeo'ation 
to the posterities followinge. The examples of the one and of thother, are not only evident in the 
scripturs, but also have ben latly manifested in Englande. And this is the conclusione of yt which 
to your self I say. Except that in the cause of Gbristes Evangell ye be founde simple, sincere, 
fervent, and unstaynede, ye shall taste of the same cuppe that poUitique heddes have drenke 
before you. 

This is the thirde time that I have beggede licence to visite the boungrye and thirstye emongest 
JOU, the which if nowe be denyed as before god I have a testimonyc yt so moche I speke not my self 
as thadvanucement of Ohrists and the comfort of suche whome I knowe afBicted so shall the godly 
tmderstande yt Englande in refosinge me refiiscthe a frende howe small so ever the power be. The 
mighty spirit of the Lord Jesus move your hart daylye to considre your duty unto god and thestate of 
the Reilme in which you now serve by his appointment. From Deyepe the 10th of April! 1589. 

Sustpectinge the former messenger to have extracted time in his Journey, 
I have doobled my letters by this gentleman of whose fidelity I ame folly Yours to comaunde 
perauadid, deaiering you most effectuously by hime to signifye unto me if I may in Godlines 

have licence only to viset the poore and dispersed flock at Berwick Newcastle JOHN KNOXE. 

and other parties in the north. I hope in gode that nothinge it shall hurt the 
Oommm weltih of Englande yt seche litlye be graunted unto me. , 

John Knox, bora ISOi ; mad« Chaplain to King Edward VI. about 1S49; 
died in Edinburgh 1572. 
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LETTER XLIV. 
SIR W. OBOIL (afterwardfl LORD BURGHLEY) to QoBim Elizabeth. 

Orig. Brit. Mna. 

It may please yoxa most excellent Ma''- 
With a BorrowfuU tarte, and -watery eiee, I your poore servant and most lowlje subject, an unworthy 
secretary, besech your Ma*' to pardon this my lowlye suite. That considering the proceding in this 
matter for removing of y* french owt of Scotland, doth not content your Ma^', and that I can not 
V* my couflcienco gyve any contrary adyise, y' I may be w* your Ma'^' favor, and clemency, be spared 
to intermedle therin, and this I am forced to doo of necessite. for I will never be a minister in any 
your Ma''' service, wherunto your owne mynd shall not be agreable. for thereunto I am swome. to 
be a minister of yoor Ma*^ determynations and not of myne owne, or of others though they be 
never so many, and on the other part to serve yo' Ma'' in any thyng y* myself can not allow, must 
nedes be an unproffitable service, and so untoward, as therin I wold be loth your Ma*' should be 
deceyred. And as for any other service, though it wer in your Ma'" kytchen or Garden &om the 
bottom of my harte I am reddy w'out respect of estimation, welth, or ease, to doo your Ma''' com- 
mandment to my lyres end. Wherof I wish w' all my poore sorowfiill hart y' yo'' Ma'' wold make 
some prooffe. for this I doo affinne y' I have not had sence your Ma"" reigne, any one dayes Joye, 
but in your Ma''' honor and weale. 

(Date 1560.) (Draoght letter, no signature.) 

Sir W. Cedl, born 1521 j crested Lord Bnrghlej 1571 ,- died 1598. 



LETTER XLV. 
EDWARD, LORD CLYNTON, to the Bael of Essex. 

Copied tnm the Original in the British Mueeum. 

My good Lord, the newis y' ar come aynce your L. departeor hens is off the deth of the quene 
doeger of Skottland whych is wrytyn fro my L. of Norffoks grace, the lose of ixvii galleys and jjx 
gret ships of the kjTig of SpajTies. in this voyage of trypole (tripoli) wych ar takyn by Dracout frese* 
leutenant to the torke (turk). The deuk of Medynasely (Medina-ceU) forsyd to ffle in to a smale hold 
newly fortefyd in y" parte by the spanyw^ w"' vm. sodyers in his company wych ar alle y' is lefte of 
II m the rest slayne and takyne by the sayd Dracout firese and it is thought y' for lake off vytelle the 
sayd Deuk of Medyna ahalbe dystresed or the sucors from Spayne can come to hym. We here nothing 
of any conclnsyion between Mr. Secretory Mr. Wottone and the french for y' they ar hot now newly 
met. bot the lyklehod is gret of a good conclnsyion very shortly, the french in leth ar in gret penewry 
wych is sartenly advartesed hyther. When more shalle com to my knolayge, I wylle advertes yomr 
Lordship god grant yow long lyff in moch honor. From the corte the iriith of Jane, 1560. 

Your L. assured to comand 

E. CLYNTON. 

Edwaid de Clynton, oreated Earl of Lincoln 1571 ; Lord High Admiral ; Died 1564. 
* In the year 1560 Philip 11. of Spain oarried war into Africa against the ooraair Dragut, who bad made bimaelf 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER XLVI. 
JAMES, EAKL OF MURRAY, to the Eabl or Beotokd. 

Orig. Brit Hds. 

Ry* hororable my rerrey good L. after my maiat harty comendationes I trust ye brwyte of eituq 
noble menea proceadinges against me is so far spred abrood that it hayth also teychyt yo' earis. I 
knew no merit in my self saring y' emest affection god hayth granted me to gif to his trev worship, the 
guid will I beyr to ye common welthe of my contreyth and the intertenement of aine mntual amyte 
betuix boytb realmes. And seing that my single intention groundyt upon sa gnid heades hayth 
engendred to me the perill quhairin (wherein) presently I and all my lyck in the realme standeyth and 
knovin yo' good L. emist affection joyned w' syncerite to tend to y' same end, I thou* it my dewtye 
to gif yo' L. to understand the same knawinge wele that as yo' good vill is muche to o' comfort so is 
yo' rovme and place of pouer to perfourme the same in aine gryt part. Especially seing thai persons 
maist dangerous and noysnm to o' part doyth ly werray neyre your rowmis we wuld wish and for my 
awin part maist emestly craif of yo' honour to stay aff we be all means thair poneris q"^ {which) yo' L. 
hes moyen (has meana) bezonnd all vyeris to do. And so as matteire sail ferdier proceyd to o' straytt, 
we may traist ferther and ferther zo' L. comfort, as of ane to quhome god hayth granted to knaw 
the subtill dewyses of sathan against the innocent professures of y* gospel!, to sturre oup y' power of 
y* warld against y' same, and how mony ways he can colour his interpryses. And thus not dowbting 
of your L. guid will, I committ zour honorable L. to the protection of god. Frome Sanctandrews ye 
xzii of July 1565. 

Tour honorable L. maist assuredly 

JAMES STEWART. 

Junea, Ei^ of Unmy, bom 1529 ; Regent of Scotland, 1567 ; shot by Hamilton, 1571. 



LETTER XLVII. 
EDWARD SEYMOUR, EARL OF HERTFORD, to the Lords of Peitt Council, 

On the subject of his wife's and his own long imprisonment (on account of their secret marriage), lam«it- 
ing that the fine imposed on him is heavier than he can bear, and praying their lordships' intercessioD 
with her Majesty that " after the long captivity of her highness's poore kinswoman," both she uid he 
may be released &om thraldom. 

Orig. Brit. Una. 
Edward Beymonr, married Catherine, aister of I^dy Jane Grey ; created Earl Hertford 1559 ; died 1621. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

THOMAS HOWARD, FOURTH DUKE OF NORFOLK. 

Reflectiona written by liim Id the Tower of Loudon. A Paper entitled " The lamentable complaynt of 
my oppressyd mynde" written " by the wrechyd hand of hyme that lokyd not to have bene a lyre now 
in thys world. But god and her maiestyes wyll be done. Amen." 

Orig. Brit. MuB. 

Thomas Howard, fourth Dake of Norfolk, 1554 ; attainted and beheaded 1572. 



LETTER XLIX. 
ROBERT DUDLEY, EARL OF LEICESTER, to Secretary Walsinoham. 

Orig. Brit Mns. 

I have rec^ yo' letters by this beror who brought me also others from tiie K., Q. mother, and 
mons', whom I perceive hath conceiTed very good opinion of my devotyone for the fiirtherannce of the 
manage with the Q. Ma*^ I have thought good to resend this beror ageyn for tho he desiered apedy 
dyspach. to whome I have imparted the state of that matter, w'" only doth stand nppon the Artycle 
for Religione to w** her Ma* will by no meane relent. All other artycles ar reasonable and her 
ma' hath shewyd her demands to this Emba : and hath dyspached the same to you v'*" I think wilbe 
w* yon before this. For the other point touching religyon, yf I myght advyse them there, they sbuld 
not speake of yt at all, for soner will her ma' yeald to reasone to him her self, that shall have that 
interest in her to be her husband, than by any contract or other declaration. And finding her ma*'* 
dysposy" uppon the agrement of that point to procede as she hath semed in the matter, I cannott but 
hope of Teary good successe. w'* for my parte in respect of her Ma** sewrty and hope of nnyrenall 
good to the cause of relygyon, I must wyshe well and farther the best I can according to yo^ advyse, 
whereof I thank you and am gladd to se yo' consideration therof. This beror shall forther declare 
some parte of my myud to yon for y* I know him to be honest and trusty, and well devoted to her 
ma' and the cause of religyon. Thus w"" most harty comendations I bid yon fiuvwelL 

In hast this vi of June. 

Your assured frende 

R. LEYOBSTER. 

Robert Dndle;, boni 1532 ; created Earl of Leicester 1564; died 1588. 
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LETTER L.' 
HENRY HASTINGS, EARL OF HUNTINGDON, to Loed Burohlht. 

Orig. Bnt. Mm. 

Recommending a Oentleman to his &Tor, giving an accoont of the musters in Yorkshire, vhere the 
vriter has found " greate numbers of talle men and all people most wylljnge and readme to serve hjr 
Ma^ — so as yi they may have good guydes, no parte of thya realme doth breede better subiectes," ftc. 
Dated Yorke 26th Ap' 1575. 

* The commencement of some of tbo lines in this letter are obliterated. 
Heniy Hsstiiiga, £ail of Huntingdon, 1560 ; died 1595. 



LETTER LL 
SIR WILLIAM MAITLAND, of Lethington, to Lobd Bitboblbt. 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 

My Lord the malice off o' enemyee is the more increassed against us y' thay have sene us 
randered in the Q. Ma'^ will, and now to seke refiige at her hyghnes hands and therfor we doubt not 
hot thay vilt go about by all meanee possible to procure o'' miscMefe. yea y' theyr crewell mynda ^all 
leade them to that impudency to crave o' blood at her ma'^ hands. But whatsoever theyr malice he 
we can not feare y' it shall take succes knowing w"" how gracious a princesse we have to do w* hath 
gearen so many good prooffes to the world off her clemency and myld nature y* wo can not mistrust 
y' the first exemple off the contrary shalbe shawen apon us we take this to be her veary natnrall 
parcere sabiectia et debellare superbos. we have randered o' selffs to her Ma'' w* to o' owne 
Oountreymen we wold never have done, for no extremity my' have commed. — We trust her Ma*' will 
not put us out off her hands to make any other and specially o' mortal! enemyes o' maisters. if it will 
please her ma*' to extend her most gracious clemency towardes us she may be as assured to have ua 
perpetually at her devotion as any off this nation yea aa any subiectes off her owne, for now w*"" honor 
we may oblish o^ selfi^ to her Ma*' farthar then before we my* and her Ma''' benefyts will bynd ua 
perpetually. In the caas we are in we must confess we ar off small value yet may ber Ma*' put us in 
caas y* periiapa hearafter some way we wilbe able to shew her Ma*'' tume w*** occasion being offred 
asBuredly ther shalbe no inlake {in-lach) off good will yo' L. knoweth already what o' request is. We 
pray yo' L. to further it Ther was never tyme wherin y' L. friendship my* stand ua in soche steade, 
as we hare oftentymes heretofore tasted theroff so we humbly pray you let it not inlake now in tyme 
off this o' greate misery when we have more neade then avar we had whatsoaver o' deservings have 
bene forget not yo' owne good naturall if by yo' L. mediation her Ma'' can serve ua yo' L. shall have 
us perpetually bomid to do you service, be sides y* we will endeavoure o' selfis to make so good cans 
to her Ma*' y* we doubt not she shall have occasion to think her benefits well bestowed. I*et not the 
misreporta off o' enemyes prevaile against ua. When we ar in her Ma*'* hands she may make off us 
what pleaseth her. Whatsoavar we write for o' selffs we write also for my L. Home who is knowin to 
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be a trae and sincere gentleman and hath that repntation off all y* know him both in England and 
Scotland. He is as veil mynded as we ar and having her Ma''' favor vilbe able to do her hyghnee as 
greate service as any subiect off Scotland, none except. We hare requested yo' sone to be o' solistar 
and to report to y* L. by mouth y' w* in o' Ires we have omitted. The mater toucheth us so neare 
y' it maketh us to trouble y* L. w* no words then wer convenient and therfore we will end humbly 
taking o' leave at / L. From (Edinburgh 1 ) this first of Jun^. 1573. 

Yo'. h. always at commaodement 

ff. MAITLAND. 
(Signed also) W. KYRKOALDY. 

Sit William Maitland, Secretary of State to Mary Qaeen of Soots 1558 j died 1373. 



LETTER LII. 
MATTHEW PARKER, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, to Lord Bdbghust. 
An answer to a " sharpe message that Mr. D. Wilson saithe you willed him to sai to me conceminge 
certaine stranigers" — shewing how he had received at his board and relieved with money various exiled 
ministers of France and others, that lie gives away as much as he can afford, and is " noe gatherer nor 
will be whatBoerer they prate abroade" — ^he is compelled to borrow every half year before his monies 
come in, and excepting a little money he has to bury him, he has no superfluity, &c (1575.) 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 
Matthew Parker, bom 1504 : Archbisliop of Canterbury 1556 ; died 1575. 



LETTER Lin. 
PHILIP HOWARD, EARL OF ARUNDEL, to Loed Bueohlbt. 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 

My very good Lo. as yo' Lo. great curtesye hath emboldned me to trouble you farther then 
otherwise I durst have presumed; so enioyned as well by your Lo. directyon, as also in fourme 
prescribed by yo' Lo. curfiill oversight of my well doinge. to write at this present uuto blr Ma'^ I have 
accordingly perfourmed my bounden duty w" the conveyance of the same unto yo' Lo. leavinge the 
consyderation of the mdness to be as well favourably weighed by yo' grave judgment, as also the 
imperfections and errours, to be amended and supplyed by your Lo. perfytt wisdome. Thus as yo' Lo. 
faathe bene next unto Mr Ma'^ the cheife uphonlder of my weake and unhappy estate, so by yo' singnler 
Favoures, beinge the more enforced thereunto, I most emestly beseech Allmighty god to adde onto 
yo' worthy vertewes dayly, such increase of heape of good Fortune, that this happy realme, to the 
oomfort of all yo' friends, maye many years enioye the blessed fruityon of such an excellent member. — 
Audley End, this last of December (1575.) 

Yo' L. most humble and obedient adopted Sonne 
PHIL. HOWARD. 
Philip Howaid, Earl of Arundel, 1560 ; died 15&5. 
H2 
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LETTER LIV. 
WALTER DBVERBUX, EARL OP ESSEX, to Lord Bobqhlet. 

Orig. Brit, Mm. 

My good Lord. I hartily thank your L. for yoor letters sent by this bearer to Mr. Attumey 
and to y" Solicitor, in fhrderance of my causes : but most for your sownd and grave advice to myself 
■w* I will follow w* such patience as is meete for thos tbat are borne to any crosses though I must 
confese, that losse of credit and velth are grevious bourdens to such as be of our sort, that cannot 
retyre ourselfea out of f eie of y° world, as men of meaner callyng may. It semith y' her Ma"^, by 
giring order for y" seteUyng of my dett {the order wherof apperith under Mr. Secretaries hand) hath 
resolved to make this her last benefit, w^ot respect of my credit, ether heare, or in Irland, where I 
have published my retome w' such consideration as her Majesty long since by Ires, yea within these 
10 daies w' gracious wordes, did give me cause to hope constantly of, but I protest that as the first 
cause of my going was y* publicque benefit of both nations and her ma" privat service, and my 
entendon now to go again w* like mynd; So thoghe the same breakes of, I will w'^ as small misliking 
as so great loBse of expencea and my manifest dishonor, will sofier, accept thes dis&vors w' a pacient 
and quiet mynd, and thynk every thing equall that her ma*' shall impose nppon me for she is my only 
soveraign. And as love and (dutyl) have drawen me to this opinion, so in the mids of my trobles 
I find this a prinsipall comfort, that your L. both wisheth and adviseth me so excediug frendly and 
w' draweth not your good opinion w' y' hardnes of my fortune for w**" I will allwais be thankfiill to 
your L. The rest that soorrith my busym I referre to the bearer, being now redy to goo towards 
gravesend to meet w* my L. of Oxford, of whos retome I am hartely glad. And so wishyng your L. 
helth I comitt you to god. At Dnresme Howse y* 17 of Aprill 1576. 

Your L. most assured to commande 
W. ESSEX. 

Walter Deverenx, cre&ted Batl of Essex 1 571 ; died 1 579. 



LETTER LV. 
SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON to Losd Bceqhlbt. 

Orig. Brit Mas. 
I most hnmbelye thank yo' good L. for your honorable advertisment towchynge the comynge 
in of this great personage.* Hir Ma' defiehthe all hir direction for order too receve him, untill she 
be more follye enformid bothe of his quaUtey, and occasion of accesse. She semithe to dowght, that 
be departithe from his Prince as a man in displeasure because in one sentence of his Ire. to hir m** he 
callithe hir the refbge of the distoughlate and afflyctid. 0' Northe, my man, that brought her letters 

* Alberi; Alasoo, the PtdonioD. 
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is not here, nether do I know -wher too fynd him. I was I know not howe too le&me what informacion 
I might give the Q. in thia matter, onelje I mnst stay nntill the retoume of my L. of Leycester and 
then I hope hir Ma' will resolve. Hir Ma' acceptithe in moat gracions and good kind parte the offer 
of yo' L. howse unto the w""" altho (yet she will give os no order to laye in hir preparations) I 
asBiiredlye thynk she will com in the estere weeke ; bnt as I leame the moore certentie, so will I 
redilye advertiflc yo' good L. My L. of Oxford his cause standithe but in slow course of proceadynge 
to his satisfaction but yet for my owne parte I have sum better hope then heretofore wherin aa a 
preseryative we must all use patience for a while. His L. wrott too me a veary wise Ire. in this case 
of his, the report wherof hir M" tooke in reasonable good gracious parte. By the neit messenger I 
*ill breifleleye wright for the answere. I pray god blosse yo' L. w' all his heavenlye graces. From the 
eorte at Richmond tJiis sexth of Marche 1582. 

Yo' good L. most bound 

OHR. HATTON. 

Sir C. Hatton, Cbanoellor of England ; died 1591. 



LETTER LVI. 
LORD BURGHLEY to ihe Easl op Lbicbstbe. 

Orig. Brit. Mm. 



My Tery good Lord I have receaved your courtess (emest ? ) Ire, wherin your L. doth commend 
to me, y' honorable (case ?) that your state and serrice now in hand doth reqnier wherof truly my 
Lord I do assure you no less a portion of my care and travell for many respectes, to y" furtherance of 
your own honor than if I war a tnofit neare kynsman in bloode, and for y* adrancement of y" action if 
I shuld not w' all y' powers of my hart contynually both wish and work advancement therof I war 
to be an accursed person in y' sight of God. Oonsideryng j' ends of this action tend to y* Glory of 
God, to y* sarety of j' Q. person, to y* preservation of this realme in a perpetuall quietness, wherin for 
my particular Interest both for myself and my posterite, I have as mudi interest as any of my degre. 
And this I pray you my L. mak a perfect accompt of me and for my doyngs. I referr y* report to 
Mr. Secretary, who hath this afternoon hard me in most emest sort dell (deal) w' hir Ma% to favor 
and mayntane you and your action, as the only meanes at thys tyme to bryng hir to sarety. From 
my couch in my chamber not hable to rise from it. God send your L. a spedy good pasagc. 
— thia vi of Dec. 1583. 

Your L. assured as any. 

W. BURGHLEY. 
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LETTER LVII. 

SIR PHILIP SIDNEY to Mb. Davisok. 

A kiad letter, comforting him imder bis tnmble, on occasion of the Earl of Leycester's 
nnkindness to him. Dated Flashing, 14th April, 1586. 

Oiig. Brit. MuB. 

Sir Philip Sidney, born 1554, author of " Arcadia;" knitted 1582; elunat the battle of Zntphen, 1586. 



LETTER LVIII. 

ROBERT DBVEREUX, EARL OF ESSEX, to * * • *, 

Praying that hia cousin Fonlke Greville's a£Fair about a company of "Launcee" may be speeclily 
dispatched — that the Queen had said she would not hare been discontented though she should dispose 
of the of&ce of General of the Horse about her person, on some other — and that he vas going to the 
Gamp (at Tilbury). 

Orig. Brit Has. 

Robert Dererenx, bom 1567 ; Earl of Essex I57S ; beheaded 1601. 



LETTER LIX. 

LORD MOUNTJOY to Queen Elizabeth, 

Professing zeal for her service, particalarly in the suppressing of a rebellion in Ireland. The letter ends 
thus : " and eff I with all thatt I have may stopp the gollfe oET theas vara, by throvinge my sellfe to 
bee swallowed upp thearin, t shall dye a happye and a contented Curtius, and one gratius thought off 
yours throweo after me shdl be more pretius then all the ieewells off the ladeys off Roome, bnt while I 
liTe lett me live in your fevor." Dated 8th June 1600. 

Orig. Brit. Mob. 
Charles Blount, Lord Monntjoy, and Earl of Devonshire, bom 1509; died 1606. 
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LETTER LX. 
THOMAS SAOKVILLB, EARL OF DORSET, to Sib Julius O^sab. 

Orig. Brit. Hq& 

Mr. Ohaoncelour, for that the K. Ma*^' retarneth on monday next by 4 of the clok after diner 
and Till loke for relacion of a matter that doth concern his speciall serris and in w** your assistance is 
also specially commanded by his ma^ therfore I must pray you not to faile to be at my house betveoe 
on and 2 in the aflemoun to morow being monday. for that vithout you I cannot perfet that serrie 
according to his M* conianndment in that behalf, vereof I must reaquier you not to faile in no 
(respect ?) And ao I rest, 

Sonday 22 March 1606. Tour very loringe assured frend 

Dorset hous. T. DORSET. 

Thomas SaclcTille, let Lord BaokharBt and Earl of Dorset, bom 1534 ; died 1608. 



LETTER LXL 
HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, EARL OF SOUTHAMPTON, to ' * * *. 

Sending a Petition on behalf of certain poor men at Gosport, vho bad been ill used by one Wintw, who, 
under color of being Captain of the King's pinnace, had committed dirers misdemeanors, &a 

Orig. Brit. Miu. 

Hem; Wriotbesley, 3rd Eari of Soatliamptoii, 15S1 ; <Ued 1624. 



LETTER LXII. 
LADY A. SEYMOUR to the Lobds op Peivt Ooductl, 

On behalf of tvo of her servants who were lately committed to the Marshalsea prison, wherein dirers 
persons were sick of contagious and deadly diseases ; the servants being accountable for various debts 
and reckonings, if they should die, it would be a great prejudice to the writer and others : she bc^ 
it will please His Majesty they may be removed to some other healthfid air. 
Orig. Brit. Mas. 

" The Lady Arabella" Stuart married William Sejinoiir, 2nd son of tlie Eul of Hertford. She died in the 
Tower of London, 1615. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

SIR KENELM DIGBY to Sib Robset Ooppoh. 

A letter of friendship and business connected Tith books and papers. 

Orig. Brit. SfuB. 

Sir Kenelm Bigby, born 1603 ; died 1665. 



LETTER LXIV. 
SIR EDWARD CECIL (afterwards Viscount Wimbledon) to • • • • , 

Alluding to the recent asaasednatdon of the French King, and the policj of saj^ortiiig the Prinoes of 
Nassau in the Netherlands. 

Orig. Brit. Mna. 
Edwwd Ceoil, let Buon Cecil of Putney ; created ViBcoont Wimbledon 1886 ; died 1S3S. 



LETTER LXV. 

GEORGE VILLIERS, MARQUIS (afterwards Duke) OP BUCKINGHAM, to Kikq Jajcbb I. 
A very familiar letter, probably written from Madrid, where the Marquis accompanied Prince Charles 
on his matrimoniial embassy — giving his opinion of the Infanta of Spain in these words : " without 
flatterie I thinke there is not a sweeter creature in the world, babie Charles him selfe is so tochd at 
the hart, that he confesses all he erer yett saw is nothinge to her," &c, (1623.) 
Orig. Brit. Mae. 
George Viltiers, bora 1598 ; Marquis 1618 : Duke of Baokingbam 1623 ; MSMsinated b; Pelton 1629. 



LETTER LXVI. 
DUDLEY CARLETON, VISCOUNT DORCHESTER to Sib R Cottoh, 

Requesting of him the loan of a book of letters of Sir Thomas More and Fisher, and the perusal of 
such special writings in his possession, touching the Admiralty. 

Orig. Brit Mos. 
Dudley CartetoD, bom 1573; created Baron Carleton 1626; Viscount Dorobe8t«r 1626; died 1631. 
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LETTER LXVII. 
JOHN HAMPDEN to Sm Johb Eliott. 

A friendly letter, commencdDg thus : " 'Tis veU for me that letters cannot blnsh." Apologizing for 
select of correspondence, be continues : " my only confidence is, I pleade at a barr of lore, There 
absolutions are much more frequent than cenBures," &c. Dated March 21, 1631. 

Orig. Brit Mus. 
John Hampden; bom 1594; slain in battle 1643. 



LETTER LXVni. 

THOMAS WENTWORTH, LORD STRAFFORD, to Lobd Oonwat. 

From Dublin, acquainting him that the Parliament had given supplies to his Majesty " beyond belief ;" 
reprobating Lord Holland's opinion of him; he says, "I sweare I take myself to be farre better beloved 
then himself, by as many as knove us both," &c. (1640.) 

Original in tlie Collection of T. C. Croker, Esq. 

Thomae Wentworth, Earl Stnfford, 1640 ; beheaded 1641. 



LETTER LXIX. 

PRINCE RUPERT to the Maequis op Nbwcistlb. 

Dated February 18, 1643. — That he is marching from Worcester towards SbreTsbury, in order to 
assist him. (1643.) 

Orig. Brit Mna. 

Ptinee Rnpert, nephew of King Charles I. ; bom 1619 ; died 1682. 



LETTER LXX. 

SIR T. FAIRFAX to the Speaker of the Honse of Oommons, 

Oiving an account of the Battle of Naaeby. (1645.) 

Orig. fitit Mos. 

Sir T. Purhz, bom 1611, Qenetal of the ParliameDtuy fbroes. Lord Fairfax, 1648 ; died 1671. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

OLIVER CROMWELL to General Faibpai. 

Ad affectionate letter, ezhibitiiig a high tone of religious feeling under a dangerous sickness. (164^.) 

Orig. Brit. Miu. 

Oliver Cromwell, bom 1598 ; declared Protector 1653 ; died 1858. 



LETTER LXXIL 
OLIVER CROMWELL to Oolohel Hackee. 



A letter of remonstrance, in which he says, " trulj I thinke hee that prajes and preeches best will 
fi^t beat, I know nothinge will giro like conrage and confidence as the knowledge of God in Christ 
will," &c. (1650.) 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 



LETTER LXXIII. 
THOMAS BRADSHAWE to Olivee Cromwell. 

A complimentary letter expressed in reUgious sentiments, acquainting him of the discovery of many of 
his enemies throogh the exertions of General Harrison, and that there are in London, and soon will 
be in Norfolk, Kent, and other places, many persona in " regimental form," nnited for the suppresaioo 
of disturbances. (1 650.) 

Orig. Brit. IKua. 
Thomafl Bradshawe, bom 1586 ; Preaident of the Council at the Trial of King Charlee I. ; died 1659. 



LETTER LXXIV. 
RICHARD CROMWELL to his brother Henet Cromwell, 

Excusing himself for not writing sooner ; that his affaire are very heavy ; and that he is sensible of the 
difficultieB the Irish " sonldiery are pnt to for want of pay, it is ill in England and Scotland, all being 
in very grate Arreers, yet your forces moste — our Navyes are much behinde— these with other waigbty 
considerations hath caused ns to call a Parliament," &c. (1658.) 
Orig. Brit. Mns. 
Richard, eldest 8(ki of Oliver Cromwell ; retired into private life, luid died 1718. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

LORD CLARENDON to Sie R. Atkins, 

On the Solicitor General's going to Bristol to examine into the caose of riots in that city, where 
" maliciouB and seditious people take bo much hearte that by all the information wee receave, ther is a 
greater dependance in them who wish a generall disturbance upon ther frends in and about BristoU 
then in any parte of the kingdom, London excepted." He desirCB to see and confer with him as soon 
as he returns. (No date.) 

Orig. BriL Mdb. 
Edward Hyde, bom 1638 ; Eatl of Gtarendon and Lord High CtanoeUor 1661 ; died 1674. 



LETTER LXXVL 
WILLIAM HOWARD, VISCOUNT STAFFORD, to the Couhtbss of Aeuhdbl, 

Begging her to let her lord know he is in possession of the sword that was tbeir great ancestor's at the 
battle of Flodden Field, with which there ia a tradition in the family that he killed the King of 
Scotland, &c. 

Origioal in posseesion of P. Howard, Esq., M.P., Corby Castle. 
Sir William Howard, K.B. ; Vieoount Stafford 1640; beheaded IA78. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

LORD ARLINGTON to the Duke op York. 

That he has just returned from the country ; the satisfaction his Majesty had in the sight of the fleet ; 
a mistaken report of the Dutch fleet being in the Downs, &a (1673.) 

Orig, Brit. Miu. 
Heni; Bennet, bom 1618 ; created Earl of Arlington 1672 ; died 1665. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

GEORGE VILLIERS, 2nd DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM, to the Babl of Rochester. 

A curious letter, containing a page of " Simile." " The meaning of this Sinule is, that if your Lordship 
will give mee leave, I shall imediatly wayte upon you with the best pack of Hounds that ever ran 
upon English grownde," Ac. Dated Clifden, October 8, 1677. 

Orig. Brit. Mua. 

George Villien, 2nd Doke of Bnckioglutm, bom 1627 ; died 1688. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

JOHN LESLIE, DUKE OF ROTHES, to * • * • , 

Oomplaiaing of the Chancellor's want of courtesy in despatching packets without hia cognizance. 

Orig. Cull, of Josiah PreDoh, Esq., Windsor. 

John Leslie, born 1830 ; Earl of Rothes 1642 j Dnke of Rothes and Lord High Chancellor of Scotland 1667 ; 
died 1661. 



LETTER LXXX. 

EARL OP MACCLESFIELD to Sib R. Atkiks. 

A confidential letter of business, ending with these words : " I being a very weak brother, 1 apply 
myself to the strong, the laws and to truth, if popery and I^ance preTail I will not be found amongst 
them. Qod bless the King and this Oovemment by law established and avert his judgments." (1684.) 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 
Charles Oer&rd, created Earl of Ma4M:le8field 1679; died 1694. 



LETTER LXXXI. 
JAMBS BUTLER, DUKE OF ORMOND, to * 



On resigning the goTemment of Ireland, and the appointment of his successor ; deprecating the 
changeableness of public measures ; entreating the King's justice, and resolving to spend the rest of his 
life with as little possibility of disquiet or constraint as he can, &c. (1 664.) 

Orig. Coll. of Juaiah French, Esq., Windsor. 
James Batler, bom 1610; Earl of Ormond 1632; created Duke, 1681; died 16S8. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

DUKE OF MONMOUTH to the Qubbh Dowaqbe, 

Entreating her compassion for him, " and that for the last King's sake," and that by her intercession his 
life may be spared. (1685.) 

Orig. Brit. MuB. 

James Fitcniy, natnral son of King Charles II.; bom 1640; created Dnke of Monmoath 1663; beheaded 
on Tower-hill 1685. 
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LETTER LXXSin. 

MARQUIS OF HALIFAX to tte Loed Chief Babom, 

Bxpressiiig his Majesty's satisfactioo of hia semces in the last circuit and on former occaaions, vith 
asaurancea of friendship and attention to his interests, &c. (1689.) 

Oiig. Brit Uoe. 
Sir Oeoige S&Till«, born 1630; Vieoonnt 1688 ; Earl 1679; MuqniB of Hali^ 1682 ; died 1685. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 
LORD SOMEKS to • • ' 



Directing, hj the Queen's authority, that examples should be made of certain seditious persons at Bath, 
and a stop put to "such bold afironta to the GoTernment." (1693.) 

Orig. Brit. Mue. 
John Somen, bom 1652; ai«ated Lord Somen 1697; Lord Chanoellor ; died 1716. 



LETTER LXXXV. 
KARL OF SUNDERLAND to the Dukb of Newcastle. 

A confidential letter; lamenting that an accident prevents hia Grace from coming to tovn, 
where he is particularly wanted on some important affairs, and that he wonld hasten with all 
despatch, kc. (1708.) 

Orig. Brit. Mns. 

Charles Spencer, Gari of Sanderland, 1702 ; Lord- Lieutenant of Inland, K.3. ; died 1722. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

JAMES STUART (called " The Pretender") to the Due db Vbhboicb, 

Relative to the affairs of Spain : a compliment paid to Irishmen, and thanking the Duke for his kind- 
ness to them : the "Queen's" compliments to him, and his own assurances of regard. (1710.) 

Original ^ French) ColL, Monnenr Donnadien. 

Jamee Stnart, aon of King James II. ; died at Rome 1 766. 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 
THE DUKE OP MARLBOROUGH to Loed • * • • , 

On the affairs of the States of Holland and France ; seeking her Majest/s sanction and the adrice of 
bis Lordship on a certain project : his desire to keep the army in the field ; the backurardness of the 
States in sending forage for the vinter ; and a request for monej in advance on the forage contracts. 
(1711.1 

Orig. Brit Mas. 

JobD Churchill, born 1650; created Duke of Marlborough 1702; died 1722. 



LETTER LXXXVin. 

GILBERT BURNET, BISHOP OF SALISBURY, to * • * • , 

Presenting a book for friendly criticism. He does not think vorse of men for their different sentiments, 
but better of such as adhere to the dictates of their consciences, and Irishes all irould act vith the 
same strictness and tenderness, &c. (1714-15.) 

Orig. Coll., JosiEih French, Esq., Windsor. 
Gilbert Bnmet, bora 1643; author of the " History of the Befoimation ;" Bishop of Salisbniy, 1689; died 1715. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

EARL OF ROCHESTER to his Lady. 

A cold, unkind letter, fiill of taunts and acrimony. (1724.) 

Orig. Brit. Mob. 
Heniy Hyde; Ewl of Roofaester 1711, and 4Ui Earl of Chu«ndon 1723; died 1753. 



LETTER XO. 
THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND to Gbnebal Mobdaust, 

Informing him that as *' the Duke of Montague is not yet dead, and eren some say recoTering, nothing 
can be said with regard to his succession ; yet he will not fail to mention his request to the King ;" with 
assurances of friendship. (1 748.) 

Orig. Coll., Jodah French, Esq., Windsor. 
William Aogaatos, brother of King George II., Doke of Cnmberland, 1706 ; died 1765. 
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LETTER XOI. 

THE DUKE OP NEWCASTLE to Me. Sharpb, 

Thanking him for attention to his affairs ; that his wife the Dachess ia " quite in lore Tith him," and 
he also has been so a great -vhile ; requesting the sale of timber, and ready monej for it ; and that the 
Dachess gires him hope of great remittances &om the steward. (1756.) 

Orig. Coll., Joeiali French, Esq., Windaor. 
Thomas Pelham Hollefi, bom 1693 ; Viscount Pelham 1714; Duke of NewcuUe 1756 j died 1768. 



LETTER XOII. 

SIR WILLIAM BLAOKSTONE to « • 



Enclosing a transcript of Magna Gharta, and excusing any errors in the copy, as he could not procure 
a Tiiter " skilled in the hand of the times." Observations on the rariations between this Charter and 
that of 9 Hen. in. (1756.) 

Orig. Brit. Mm. 
Sir W. Blmoketone, bora 1723; Judge in the Court of King's Beneh 1770; died 1780. 



LETTER XCIII. 
THE EARL OF HARDWICKE to • 



On a I^al matter, in which " the Quotations in Mr. Lockart's argument are not to be reUed upon for 
" exactness, words, and sometimes sentences, being left out, which change the sense;" and putting the 
right construction on the subject. (1773.) 

Orig. Brit. Mas. 
Philip Yorke, bom 16»0; Lord Ch&ncelloi 1736; E&rl of Uardwioke 1754; died 1764. 



LETTER XOIV. 

LORD MANSFIELD to Mn. Fitzeot. 

A letter of legal advice. (1773.) 

Orig. Coll. of Josi^ French, Esq., Windsor. 
Willism liTonj, born 1705; Baron Mansfield 1756; died 1793. 
' h 2 
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LETTER XOV. 
LORD NORTH to • • • •, 

RequeBting advice on a point of difficulty through the difference of opmion between the Attorney 
and Solicdtor-Gteneral with respect to the "Charter of Juatice for Bengal." (1774.) 

Orig. Brit Mua. "Wilmot Papers." 
Ft«deric, Lord Nortb, bom 1732; Earl of Guildford 1790; died 17 »2. 



LETTER XOVI. 

LORD THURLOW to Sm E. Wilmot. 

A complimentary letter on the appointment of Mr. Wilmot to some office. (1778.) 

Orig. Brit. Mua. "Wilmot Papers." 

Edward Thnrlow, created Baron Tfaarlow 1778 ; Lord High Chancellor ; died 1 800. 



LETTER XOVIL 

SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY to • • 



Requesting that his name may be laid before the King for a vacant regiment; that be has serred 
upwards of thirty years ; has laid oat a considerable part of bis small fortune in the service ; and has 
not forty pounds a-year more than when he entered it. (1788.) 

Orig. Coll. of Joaiah French, Esq., Windsor. 

Sir R^ph Abercrombj; Lieutenant 1760; Lientenant-Colonel 1773j Lieotenant-Oenetkl 1797; Commander 
in Egypt 1801 j alun in the battle of Alexandria, 1801. 



LETTER XOVIIL 
SIR WILLIAM JONES to Sie E. Wilkot. 



From India. A letter of fiiendBhip. His health is good, notwithstanding the beat of climate 
and incessant busineBS seven houni in the day : he rejoices that the King is well ; but takes no interest 
in the contest of our aristocratical factions. He continues : " My party is that of the whole people; 
and my principles, which the law taught me, are only to be changed by a change of existence." 
{1789.) 

Orig. Brit. Mns. "Wilmot Papers." 
Sir William Jones, bom 1748; Jndge of the Supreme Court at Calcutta 1793; died 1794. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

HORACE WALPOLB to Mes. Abingdon. 

A complimentary note on Mrs. A. being at Paris without his earlier seeking her acquwntance ; 
and another note to the same lady, inviting her to Strawberry Hill, " at the head of as large a. troop 
as she pleases." 

Orig. Brit. Mus, "Wilmot Papers." 

Horace Walpole,yotuigeet son of Sir Richard Walpole; Earlof Orford 1791; died ]797. 



LETTER 0. 
EDMUND BURKE to T. Wilmot, Esq. 



A coaMential letter. A qaeetion of peace or var : his good opinion of the Duke of York. 
" The vorld has been undone by looking to experience in a case -where no experience applies." — 
" If nothing can he done by the young, nothing can be done at aU." (1795.) 

Orig. Brit. Mua. " Wilmot Papers." 
EdmuDd Burke, bom 1730; died 1797. 
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